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Underwater
Allure
Ningaloo Reef is the place
to swim with marine
giants this autumn
With whale sharks spotted around Ningaloo
Reef as early as the first week of March last
year, now is the time to plan to swim with
the world’s biggest fish and manta rays this
year.
Australia’s largest fringing reef teems
with life, with dugongs, humpback whales
and green, hawksbill and loggerhead turtles
inhabiting waters fed by both the Leeuwin
and Ningaloo currents
The reef and Cape Range National Park,
with its gorges and white beaches, were
recently nominated for a World Heritage
listing and, with Exmouth in the north and
Coral Bay in the south, good accommodation
and other services are within reach.
During summer, there are diving,
snorkelling, wildlife tours and fishing
charters to the reef and Muiron Islands and,
between November and April, turtles come
ashore to nest on the Cape Range beaches.
For much of that time, visitors can book
tours conducted by the Jurabi Turtle Centre
near Exmouth.
>Australia’s Coral Coast has released an
interactive holiday planner packed with
maps, self-drive itineraries, walks, tours,
accommodation and historical information
about the region that stretches from
Exmouth to Cervantes. The planner is
available from visitor centres. Go to
www.australiascoralcoast.com.
> Skywest and Broome & The Kimberley
Holidays have fly-stay packages to Exmouth
starting from $610. See
www.broomekimberley.com.

The grape escape
Bootleg isn’t the only oasis in the area but, dating from 1994, it is the oldest.

Margaret River is well
known for its wineries. But
Graham Reeks takes a look
at the local breweries where
winemakers unwind on a
Friday afternoon.

Swim with the whale sharks off Exmouth.
Bootleg Brewery general manager Michael Brookes.

R

ushing through the bar
at Bootleg Brewery
Michael Brookes,
general manager and
head brewer, points out
the brewery motto — something
that was first written in the
visitors’ book: “An oasis of beer in
a desert of wine.” Considering
there are more than 100 cellar
doors in the Margaret River
region, it’s a valid point.
Bootleg isn’t the only oasis in
the area, but dating from 1994 it is
the oldest. There is a handful of
craft breweries nestled among the
paddocks, vineyards and
spellbinding trees in this part of
the South-West, all with their own
distinct personalities.
Bootleg’s beers range from
light-coloured lagers to dark and
more challenging ales. My
personal favourite is the Settlers
Pale Ale. Brewed as an American
pale ale, it’s less brash than some
in this style can be, while
imparting a divine hoppy aroma
and a bittersweet grapefruit
flavour.
When I visit Michael Brookes,
he is darting around the
weatherboard brewery in the bush
overseeing production of his
famed gold medal-winning Raging
Bull. With a sweeping motion he

Exmouth and Ningaloo from $610 *
PER PERSON TWIN SHARE

* Includes return flights from Perth with Skywest and 5 nights
accommodation including bonus nights as shown
Exmouth is located on Australia’s
Coral Coast between Cape Range
National Park, the beautiful
waters of Turquoise Bay and the
underwater world of Ningaloo
Marine Park. A great area to explore
the landscape, dive or snorkel the
Ningaloo Reef, fish or simply enjoy
the relaxed beach lifestyle.

Ningaloo Lodge

$610*

PER PERSON
TWIN SHARE

Located in the centre of Exmouth,
Ningaloo Lodge is a great place to relax
in a friendly environment. With a new
pool and BBQ facilities the property
awaits you.
INCLUDES: 1 Free night

Call

Potshot Hotel

$718*

PER PERSON
TWIN SHARE

Located within easy walking distance
of the town centre the Resort Studio
rooms are your ideal base in Exmouth.
The property has 2 restaurants and 3
swimming pools which form a great base
for your Ningaloo holiday.
INCLUDES: 1 Free night

Novotel Ningaloo
Resort $870*

PER PERSON
TWIN SHARE

Located on Sunrise Beach, the deluxe
resort is the premier property in
Exmouth. With a range of rooms and
facilities including an award winning
restaurant great pools and fabulous
location this is a luxurious property.
INCLUDES: 1 Free night

1300 245 565 or your Travel Agent

reservations@broomekimberley.com t www.broomekimberley.com

*Conditions and seasonal surcharges apply. Prices are per person twin share including bonus night. Valid for travel to 31 Mar 10. Prices & information correct at time of issue and subject to availability
and change at time of booking. Credit Card payments will incur a surcharge. Lic No 9TA00613

surveys the big open lawn that
overlooks the lake out front and
gleefully explains: “On a Friday
afternoon, this place is full of
people who work in the wineries.”
It’s a story I hear repeated as I
visit the other brewers in the area.
Bootleg has provided a point of
reference against which other local
breweries measure themselves,
and Duckstein — known as the
“almighty German beer palace”
by another local brewer — is very
different. Ascending the curving
driveway from Caves Road I
imagine I’m entering Disneyland:
kitsch cartoon-ish heroic Saracen
statues adorn the gateposts. Get
ready for the lolly water, I think.
Inside it’s a modern,
sophisticated beer hall, with
timber details highly polished to
reflect the capacious ceilings.
Old-school copper kettles shine
from the immaculate brewery on
display behind the glass.
You should never trust a thin
chef, but what about a thin
brewer? Head brewer Paul
Gasmier, a West Australian who
learnt his trade at the World
Brewing Academy in Munich, is
decidedly young and svelte
compared with many beer makers.
He tells me that he’s “the worst
possible beer snob”. I can tell that
from his range of German beers
made adhering to the
Reinheitsgebot, the medieval
German purity law that insists
only natural ingredients are used.

There is a handful of craft
breweries nestled among the
paddocks, vineyards and
spellbinding trees.
Attention to detail has paid off.
Duckstein’s Pilsener won an
Australian International Brewing
Award silver medal just two
months after the brewery opened.
I’m impressed by the silky dark
Dunkel and especially the Altbier
(meaning old-style beer) tasting
every bit as ripe and fruity as it
should. Gasmier works tightly
within the definitions of his beer
styles, but there are others nearby
who have different approaches.
Take Bush Shack Brewery close
by Yallingup; as the name
suggests, it’s fairly low key —
but it’s well worth a visit to
try the range of more
experimental beers that Danial
Wind concocts.
Its all-natural beers are light on
hops and heavy on malts, tending
towards sweetness, like the Chef’s

